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Really Bg, Really Negl ected Bones

For the Jue neeting, nenters drove south to
Horence, Ketucky, and then vest a fewmles through
gently rd ling Kentucky horse country to B g Boe Lick
Sae Pak, were the pestures edged wth wite board
fences gve vay to wods, gasslad ad sdt springs.
There Pk Ntudist Joethen Brker led the gop
aoudthelast remnngsadt springwile heta ked about
the park, recogized by sdetists as the hrthdace o
Aerican pdeotdogy becase o its wedth o
prehi storic nanmal i an bones.

Athough the park is hdd in high repte by
pa eotd og sts, adaccaod gtoJonisthecromjerd o
the Ketucky park system itsdayislodgedfirnyinthe
pest, dscured by tireadnegj ect. Nverthd ess, it yid ds
itstreesuestoaninfusion o infanation ad a gereras
i nag netion

Tesayd thepakisthestay d theedd the
last lce Ap, a piad o aou 800 years, 12,000 to
20,000 years ago. Dring thet tine the Wsconsin g aci er
luked north of Gncimeti, providng tenperaures on
average 30 degrees cod e then those rowprevd et inthe
aea. Wnter days conmonly saw tenperatures at 10
degrees be owzero.

(@t. Ry 5)

The Association for Rational Thought
Annual Report, 2000 - 2001
B/VirgnaJegas, Screay

Heven officers and neners reported varking atatd
o 109vdutexr housfar A R T. duringthe 2000 2001 year ..

President’s Report

ART cotinesessanagaizaiontha hdpsinfamits
nenbership aoot issles o inerest to sketics. It dso hes a
snaller positiveinpect onthe comonity & largeinthe gegter
Crdmei area

Qr proyans vere quitevaried this year and i ncl uded a
copge o evats wth nare interactive activity then ar wsud
ta ks ad slide | ectures. Tharks and kudos to Brad Bonham &
hed excd l et td ks on rwni's theary o ed wtion, raiadity
through the ages, dnosars, the Dake equation, standard zed
tests, ad the Nvark, @io hdy stoes. The last tdk vas a
fascinging exapple o a ningteeth centuy hoax aned at
jtifyigapticda s¢ o HHids.

For activities ve hed a Sperstition Bsh on Riday,
Qtober 13 just in tine for Hdloreen Tharks to Dona
Loughry for organi zing and putti ng so noch vark into the perty.
To finsh the year, ve towed Bg Bre Lick Sae Rxk,
Kertucky, withthe park returdist.

Qr veb site is novve | estadished ad generates a
steady nuer of hits. Each year, Dvid Vdll gves it an
inroved lock adfed. Asamesured pldicinerest, veget a
steady streamd e-nail addressed tothe presidat @ ther asking
questions o vating to dsowss tgacs framthe durbs. | vou d
like to thak dl the nenhers wo have hel ped asver those
letters thet nerited a redy. My tines questias fa wich |
ddt have an educated reply vere ansvered by other nenfoers
d gedea leaning Ths is a ges pdic savice thet goss
torards or organizatiod god of skepticd education

Qr revsletter as dvays is ifanative erudte ad
fury. It isagea mxtuetha varks ve | . The book revi eve and
col unms supplied nastly by our editor Vd f Roder and cal unms
suypdied by president emarituis Joe Gstrigt ae dvays
inerestingand etertanng Thesumaries of aur td ks captured
wth gea daity by ar secretay Dy Jerges | & the largey
nenbership o are unabd e to attend the ta ks learn wat our
speekers have to say.

For the fuue or fimaces have stablized wth or
(@t. By7)
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Qiffrage was only a few Bunps avay

D. Joseph Rodes Buchanan vas in NewYork inthe Fal | of
1842 to denanstrat e hi s newsci ence, Newrd ogy, before asd ect
comittee o leadng citizers chaired by the pot WHiam
Qilen Byat. H vas working wth a Ms. Q a “higly
inressib e farty year dd housewife and nather vho, ve are
assured, vas a conpl ete stranger to himand to phrend ogy. He
proposed to denonstrate how the flow of Nervaura fromhis
finger tips cald exditethe predogcd agas o his sujedt sotha she vad d
eibt the very enatians ad behavi ors thet each bup, o reg on cotrd led

Nowit seens the nervauric effect vas atwo vay path. Buchanan started by
haimghissujet test her dilitiesbyirstruting her tostinl ae cartainargas an
nenbers of the conmttee. Intheory she shoud fed the enations raised in esch
sugect by her actians. Frst he daced her index ad mdd e fingers on the upper
faehead o . Fory - on his Rflective aogen Wen asked far her nentd
exatios, sreredied “l have adesire for knodvedge ad to kowd | aoout this
su ect.” Wien asked for her native, she responded thet she vias i nfl uenced by the
love o knowedge d are.

Buchanan then noved one of her ather fingers over to Farry's regon o
Benevad ence. She proceeded to change her answer. Now she desi red know edge “
inoder todogoodwthit - inarder tohd p her fdlowbe ngs.” Wen he noved the
finger ontohisagnd Sketticsm shehestilyjerkedher hard anay, saying“l fed
nothing there.” Buchanan commented thet “ this d wvays happens wth skepti ci sm”

A the net session on 16 Novenber, Bcharen and his assistat ddadl the
exdtingadthe sessionreved ed a strog uder curet o femnismlukinginhs
supject. Wilen her organs of SHf Esteem onhetiveness, and FHrnmess vere
stinul ated si nol taneousl y, she conmenced an ani nated conversati on i nwi ch she
took the | ead and soon becane the sd e spegker. Sesadthat she“ves quified for
ahdg saiminlife adtha she possessedindlectd porers sufic et toexert
a cotrdling influence over pudic gonion” Buxchanen remnded her that the
“donestic sphereis the oy one proper far aveonan because of her ddicate hedth
and feebl e constitution.” She responded vehenent |y that “The nind can over cone
the body’ s weakness!”

Buicharan' s assistat, onhis arders, slipped up behind her ad touched her
agas o Hmlity ad Fysicd Rdaxation Whin seconds her vace lost its
farcg the brilliat annation dsappesred, ad her ams fl lagudy toher sice
Hr vaice becae fedd e her eyes vere dowcast, ad tears tricked over her
cheeks. Resetlyinasadandnardizingtoneshesad“l amonly apoor wonan and
wet canl do.” Theassistat aggintauched her “uppty’ argas ad befare her tears
hed diedshevas ontheattack agan, “I will crushunder foat the narster pre ud ce
that nan has erected around wonan.” The conmittee had seen enough and they
siged a repot wich staed “These experineits have in or ganon
denonstrated the d scoveries nade by Ir. Buchanan.”

It isrenarkad ethat W liamQilen Byat, the nded athor adedtar, nat
oly vas covinced but printed his endorsenant in the Denocratic Review in
January 1843 Brhaentok his act onthercad ad | vaddit be surprisedif it
ddit imroewthpactice Iman hsassistat, knew hislines by heart ad ves
the usud sugect inahe “exqeinets.” Today Janes \en Rraagh hes a sinl ar
ratire wichverks just asvel. The locd papers still eat it pasvevdl kow

5 —Joe Gastright
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Too Miny Books.. ..
Too Little Tim...

Rare Earth: Vidy Gonplex Life
i's Uhcoman i n the Ui verse
by Reter D Vérd and Donal d
Brownl ee

(New York: Goperni cus, 2000)

Mre then fifty years agp, inthe lae faties, |
reed a shockingy dsgogpanting popda scece
vd une. The author, an astrononer, carefu |y exd a ned
howit vas qute ulikdy that any conplex life noch
lessindligat life edstedinar sda system A the
tine| ves stegpedinsdecefiction wichassunedlife
on Nrs, described a cod, rany \ews, ad quesi -
hunan life on ather noons ad panets. Rre Earth wil
Oestroy yor eqetaion o life dsedere in the
Lhverse, ad shovwy Sa Trek is nerdy fiction
Verd and B-omnl ee consi der the question, by exannni ng
wet nakes life posside ad limts it on Eaxth Let ne
add that Verd is a pdeotdogst ad Bowvlee an
astronongr, bath a the ULhiversity of Veshingon, ad
thet thebokis strictly sdee

Trey begn by describing recet findngs o life
in etrene eMronans on eath There exist singe
cdled ad aher nhcroscopc beings near the ocean
bot t omwher e val cani ¢ nagnas at 2000 °F neet freezi ng
water under 400 atnospheres pressue. Qher
exrengphiles (lovers o extrene eviromants) have
beenfaudinthe boling geysers of Yd |l omstong, i nside
the very sub-zeroracks of the Atarctic, addespinthe
gardinthe nod & the batand al vdl dillings.
Thskindof livingnateria nay i ndeed be wdespreadin
the unverse adinfad at as seed fa eduionn a
sutade daet. Bt, sutdde daes fa cabm besad
lifeinligudveter st ke rare

Nt nay of the various scemari os cosi dered
possidefa theevd wiond sdar systens are codc ve
faotheaduiond terestrid dads Nr aedl regas
dthennvesea d agday hdthyfa life 1t isbhest
togper nex anativerada@ionsource ainamitige
sga system a inaddua dwste, a rer apdsa a
Hack hde Thesda systemnost berichinnetds, ad

nay be best noving sloady inthe mdd e d stance from |

thecate o asard = axy.

The buk of the book exannes the condtions
wichhaverade i ti-cdledlifenearthposside Life
requires veer, it canmt edst inthe asdudy dy
Oesert, nor inthe thoaugly frazen arctic. Th's nerrowv
zoe o life betveen dou 40°F and 100°F & a ae bar
anaspheric pressure requiresapdae just large enaugh
tordanananmspee a dsaceframastar just sg in
anabt desetodrada sossa toleaethelifezaed
its sda system O earth it tak for hllion years o
evduion befae miti-cdled life gpeared Th s neans
the dadt’s axis nost remain near afixed agetoits
obt, adthe dinate nost remain wthin nerrowlints
o heat adcdd ranaddy fa gedaogcd periok.

Liferequres therigt chemcd eduion o the
paet. Thedenet carbonnost bewddy avail ad e, but
not overvied ming. Inthe earth' s a nasphere and oceans
a costat exchange of carbon doxide proceeds. The
vast najority of the denant remains, and nost renain
seqestered in caboete racks o the awst. Addicae
bal ace needs to be naintained in the carbon cyde
betveen  ar, oeen sal, aimds pdats ad
nmcroorganisns. Vird and Bowlee expan the
necessayrded gdaetectonc nveents o thecrust in
keepng this bdace. They doudt any panet wthou
pl ate novenent cou d acqui re conpl ex |iving bel ngs.

Srviva hes beenprecari os a tines. There have
been |ag i ce ages recently, ad coplete icing over o
thepd aet inthe pre-cantri anepoch Brenwthinthe age
o lifenga edinctionevets have accurred repeated .
Vidssitudes o vdcaism asterad inpects, idng over,
o run anay green house varming nost renain wthin
inceddy recrowvlinmts over the etire pariad o lifes
evd uim

S, wo shaud read Rre Earth? Ll ne put it
thisvay. If yauhave ay illusios Gl Sagan' s “Search
fao EdraTarestrid Indligaod wil showresdts, o
thet aSa Trek gt beposside youoeit toyorsdf
tostudy ths bok

—Vel f Roder

__________________ 1

Itisit thet afraytursintoapimne
wenyau kisshm It’s the Rince
when he has conquered you, who
tursinoafray
—bio-astra oger Esnera da von
Lowenzahn- Dent del i on
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Quant umLeaps in the Wong Drection
By Gharles M Wnn and Athur W Wggi ns
Wth cartoons by Sdney Hrris
(Veishi ngton DC Joseph Herry Rress, 2001)

Garles Wn, Rofessar of Gemstry at Eastern
Gmrectick Sae Wiversity, ad Athor Wgg s,
Aofessor of Fhysics a Gkland Gomonity Qilege in
Nchigan have witten a very accessibe book on the
d fferences between science and pseudoscience.  The
book is wittenina puctueted sty e wth shart sectiams,
each sectionwth headers fd | oned wt h a fewpear agrgohs
o tedt. Thisnodern soud bite styl e nakes the naterid
essy to uderstand ad perhges nare accessible to the
gged pdic

Trerage d topcs colred inthe book is qute
atitias. The agrizaian is vy dfetive starting
wthad scussi on of wet are sci ences and pseudosci ences
ad the sdetific nethod The sdeatific nethad is
cl early descri bed and the concept s are g i ed t hraughout
the bodks to bath sd etific ad pseudosd etific dams.
Ater describingthemethod theathors useit inadassic
exaple o science the devdooment o the aaomc
nodel . Achepter fdloms on howpseudosci ence d ffers
franscexe in “The roed to red ity versus the roed to
illwson” Ths dgte is edredy dfettive in
describing the nodus operandi o pseudosc ence starting
wthasedtiontitl ed“Pseudosd eve HIs.” Trefirst three
chepters ded ingingenerd wWth sa ence and pseudosc ence
aeveywd| witten ad effecti ve

Te dgtas dta tha ded wth spedfic
exanpl es of pseudosci ence. Gapters on K3, out o
body experiences and ned unship, astrd ogy, crestion
ism B ad a cdgte tha indudes vaios
mscd | aneas tgacs are nare varied inthar effective
ness. Topi ¢cs such as R and astrad ogy were anong the
best wth creati onsmand ot of body experi ences bel ng
less effective Sme o the prddemlies in cosering too
nuch ground in a shart book neant to have popd ar
gped. The boks puctuaed style itsdf preverts the
authors framtresting sone topics in the degpth they nay
deserve. This is nast goparent wen they simply assert
wet is rigt wthot gving an indcaion o the
beckgound sugporting the dam For instance
agnansrdaingtoevd uionadsdetific crestiaism
ae assated wthout eqdaation The athors ta k about
lifesatigonthsdae aehbllicnyearsdta dagay

4

fornati on wthout in any vay telling howve knowthe
apd threeatha theaidaeefa ealylife

As sketics, wet aevetothrk o thshbodk? It
ismt wittenin avey thet wll noch afedt curent
skgics o bdiews. Setics hae herd dl the
agnats dthough they wll find the generd
exposi tion on sci ence and pseudosci ence nicey done
ad nay dscover a few facets they ddit know
Blievers will dsmss ab o had nay o the
statenents ad argnents as dd goud they have
dready d scouted Howeffectiveisthisbok, then to
the taget adere o pegde wo ae mat stragy in
ether cap? | beieve the book nay be very effective
indeed Itstitle thestyled witing the Sdey Hrris
catoos ae dl desiged to nake the book accessild e
wile still covering taacsinthe vay skeptics thirk o
them | wll recomend this book to soneone wo
vats to knovnore but isnat yet firmhy fixedinether
cap It isdsoanexdleat firs bok a gft fa youyg
pecd e ad studerts.

—FRoy Auer bach
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No Aien Abducti ons.

W liam Qoper, athor of Behod a PAde Hrse wich
argued the Hsenhoner admnistration hed signed a treaty
wth Aies dlowng themto abduct hunans in return for
advanced technd ogy, has changed his nind:

Today, (oper says he vas wong about diens. The
truh heeddrs isddd ditesaeuwsmgthe fear
o diestocotrd Awricas, inparticda through
the “Sa Tk’ TV series, wich he says is “an
indoctrirgtion into the cocgts o socidism
thraugh sidimrd intigion o the yoth o the
retian”

—Southern Poverty Law Genter, Inteligence Ryport
(Sumer 2001) p. 12
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Rely Bg Rdly Negected Bres.....

The hills nowforested vere covered then wth
tdl gasses ad a scateaing o tress. My lage
nannal s vl | -adgpted to the cd d frequented the ares,
pushed south by the d aci er and drawn by w de spread ng.
sufuos sdt srings. The vater, tragped in sadstae
wen Qdovician sess re-
treded ages eaxlier, segpd
W thrawh aaks in its
shale overburden and
faonedsdty, sufuas ve-
lands. The sdt ves po
vided by thead et seg the
aufu bythedde
Mmot hs,  nast odons,
gat goud sahs ad
hge adet hsn 4dl
veded inthe nod and drark the sal ty vater. Sag noose,
cariboy, nosk ax and the R e stoscere horse d so cane.
Mst of the annals prosdy arived in herds. Sne
vere tragped in the bogs, ether dying wen they
dowved o staving to desth stuck in the nock
Savegers feasted on the renains; the nod gradud |y
covered the bores, wich sark ad slony fossilized in
the mrerd richvaer.

Nt dl aimdsvisitigthe grirg left fossilized
traces. Brds, sl | scaen
gs ad aher ainals
wose skel etons were too
ligt invedt tosrkirto
the nod ae Mt regre
serted

Te daia re
treded the hup peis
toic annals vere huted
out by hunan beings. The
sdt springs renai ned,
doty dyirg up, bt still
atracting peode ad an-
nals. Today there is aly
onerenai ning snal |, norky
gring The suface o its
vete is edgpd wth ddicate witish Zgrags of sdt
aystds. Trear vating franits suface hes ad stinctly
sufuaos sl .

Today the huge aninal s o the pest are gone, but
the sring is still visited by deer, raccoon, possumand

5

dher aimsinssarchd sdt, thar foo pintsvisde
inthe nod around the spring

Nearby B g Bone G eek has worn its way down
inothe layr o gay boeladen day, reeding an
occasi ondl chunk of anci ent bone. A canp ground used
by pren staric pegd e asscciaded wth R. Adi et lies
near the ek, uavalddetopak visitas detolak
d fudks to restae the site lade gays o Nitive
Awericans cotinued to use the springs as a source for
st

The sitevas first recorded by Eropeans wen
a Fench trapper fronNagara cane upon the area in
1739, Seing thousands of huge bones sticking ot o
the nud, he naned the place Bg Bone. “Lick’ was
aded toits nene wen it becane asource far sdt for
Eragpean settlers, wo ba | ed anay 600 to 700 cdl | ans
o vde topalee absd o st.

Thomas Jefferson, a dedcaed retudist in
adtiontohs ahe pusuts, learned aout B g Bre
Lick ad set Mrrivesiher Lews there to cdlect
bones. Lews cd | ected sone bones on hi s vay vest to
net Gak, adaonthe vay beck franhis histaric trip
assenled a large cd lection wich vert tothe Wite
Huse, were Jeffersondspayedit.

Wen Jefferson |eft the presidecy, he sat
bones to Face, BHygad, ad his on hoe
Mrticdlo leaingacdlectionfa the Wite Huse

Thslate odledionvar
i shed, but nay have been
| located agan recatly
wen boxes of bones
long untouched were
foud a the Uivesity
of Mrgnia which
Jefferson founded

The aea cotinued to
be wed as a huting
goud and to produce
sdt. Fanthelae 1600 s
util 1812 it ves po
tected becase it ves a
vdud e sarce fa sdt.
A the timg its pdex
tion ves lifted ad the lad cae ino pivae
overship. Lacking ay better idess for naking this
boggy, sdt- ad sufu-ridken aea prditade the
over bult two hatd's ad pronated the springs as a
hed th spafar ve |-to-do sautherners.
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The sdt spring spa i dea proved very successful,
atracting nany fronthe sauh Uon thaer arivd,
visitas sawan yrigt post provid ng severd streans o
cotinuowslyruningsat vaer. They bethedinthe vater
ad dak it, spendng the sumer aroud the springs,
taking the veters. Al o this cane to an ed wth the
oubresk o the Gvil Ve in 1861 Nwadl thet remains

d ths poga-
as ga is the
 foudktion d a
had adads
tenwdtoad-
ledt veter.

[ Anost a
« centuy pessd
. beforethe @m
" norvealth  of
Kentucky estadished a park to preserve this pd eato
lagcd tressure the park vias nat estad i shed util 1980,
Brenthenit ves sady neg ected Rd eotdogsts fram
the Lhiversity of Nelraska, under circunstances wi ch
aedstill anatter of cotetion novedinwth bl dwers
and beck hoes, dug up severd tons of bones, and shi pped
themto the Uiversity o Mlraska, were they still
reside thedject o anuer o lamsuts.

Ths ufatude stae o dfars prased util
1972, wen the park find |y began to rece ve nodest
fudng Todky inaddtiontop cnic adrecresti onaress,
there is an ddfashioned, one-rocomnuseumaof odd y
assorted  bores

rested “sdt” bogwthlife-sizednodd s of soe o the
prehistaic ainals wich frequeted the sat springs
adcasts o boes o thoseannals, dthoughnat cests
d boes foud on the site Becase the bog is
freshveter, mt sdt wichirmbts dat goth the
recregted bog lacks the nod typicd of theaigmd. A
snal| plating of Dogwood, Tal QGreopsis, ad Joe
Rre Wed suggest wet the vegetaiontypicd o the
prehstaiceamgt haebeenlike Interpretive naps
adtetsaedsdaeddagthetral.

Ahad d thrteenbsmrgresatsthelast o
thebgnamals tovisit the springs. They ae B son
bison, caled Anerican buffad o by Eropeans wo
confused themwth the Asian buffa o. The herd now
cosists o ten addts ad three cdves, wth axther
expected soon. Thirteen is the naxinomthe space
wll dloy sosudwsissddtopoideahe s o
fao buchering The etire ainal seas to be as
vdudetothewitennasit vestoealie hutes:
thehde heed toes, tal, neat, horms and bones candl|
be sddfa respectdd e sus.

The buffa o nonch grass cotented y behind
tadl fences nade of sturdy wooden posts ad netd
fedng bu thear padd menis decetive They ae
strongenoughto chargethe fence and go ri gt through
it, reeching speads o 40 mles an haur.

Ny locd roacs are bult on“bufd otraces,”
the peths the bison nade in ther seasad trek fram
sdt lick to sdt lidk The traces vere isfu to ay
ani nal s novi ng

ad ahe atig thragh the aea, hu
uties dsdayed nn o oherwse
in dak stard because nuch of the
wooden  and areaves covered wth
dgass cass df tdl sads d Indan
the gft dm gass, Bg Bue Sem
Nre d the hugg, gass, ad Kentucky
magni fi cent cae The gasses
speci nens f ound veretd | enoughtobe
in thre pak is a naj or i nped nent :
d sd ayed here. Brogeansetlestdd
Qut door staries o beconmng
inepdive fa lost even near home,
dlities ae lim adfindngthar vay
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, ARzzlefor Thinkers

f“«é THs aeisdffialt.

ﬁ'%‘ﬁ The carsls taker imires the age o
Lz)! thelady. Segvesit tohim Then he asks

F *  theagesd ayahaslivinginthe hase

- Se tdls hm “Three aher parsas live

here. Theproduct o their agesis 12%6 ad

the sumis th s house nunter.

Te casws take figres ad cdoadaes.
Bretualy he claing: “Mlam you ddit gve ne
eouh infanation Aeyoutheddest o the four?

Thelady asvers. “N’ adthecasus taker is
saisfiedtopadl ineerytody s ages.

tow dd ae the aher three indbtats?
Aout wet isthelady s age?

—adapted from© 2000 Qegonians far Rtiodity

Sluiontothe pdeinthelast issue
DavngtheMnad Yagfigreinacrded
B uits. See the sdller drdes g irnto the large
ardetwee thar radi nst beae f o therad s
d the lage drde Hice the sall drdes hae an
aed eatly aefarthd thelagedrde-thd is
B(r/2 2= B( 29
Te two salle crdes leae two eqa figres
bounded by three M f-cirde arcs, wich thus nost
echdsohaeanaead aefarthd thelagedrde
a inthscse95uits.

How big is this area?

Anual Report frompg L ..

nentoer shi p hovering around 100. This al l ovs us just enough extra
thet ve can consi der speakers vho nay require a snal | honorari um
Sncelast year, ve have hedtohd d negtings invarias locatias. |
have d vays found this undesirad e, because sone of our nenhers
nay naot get proper natification o the newneeting pdace. Wthnare
funds, ve nay be ad e to consi der nare neeting Pl ace possihilities,
includng sone that charge a snall fee, and find one were ve can
net regdarly. In gererd, | vat the executive comnttee to
cosi der newactivities far the comngyear. V8 wIl dsoinvestigete
forning stroger ties wth (S affiliates.

| vant tothank all our nenbers who have donat ed beyond
the besic neniership. | estinate that our bese nenership fees at
o presat levd of nenership are sufficient to sygport the nornal
ativities o the arganzaion catered around neetings ad the
nevel etter. It isthegfts beyod besic neershipfessthet dlowvus
the laitude to eqoand ar hori zons and syppart the veb site

| dso vat to thak the ahe dficers far naking this
organization work as smaathly as it does. Executive ad gererd
neetings are dvays fun as vell as productive Lok far an even
better argenizationin comng years. /s presicat, | estinate thet |
have worked 5-10 hours a nanth i n neetings, answering e-nail, and
ahe agivitiesfa atad o aot DO hors.

Roy Averbech, Rresident.
M ce-Resident’s Report

ASNcepesdat thsyear, | st reat verylittleadtivity
inny dfice | ddejoywitingaskegicd duba twoad | hoe
cotribued inasnall vay tothe Executive Conmittee neetings. |
hope thet the coming year alovs ne to devate nare tine to the
agEizaimn

| wshto coment onthe vorderfu jobdoe by dl o the
other officers and nenhers of the executi ve committee. Inevery vay
| bdieethat ART. isthrivingadit isbecase d those persas thet
the agaizaion cotines to nake progess far skegticism
\d uteer hous, 6

Lance Mody, M ce-Rresident.
Scretary’ s Report

| took nminutes a executive coucil and nenfership
netings ad eteredthemin A R T srecards. | dstributed ooi es
of executive council minutes, action lists and nenership neeting
mrues to dficas. | odleted rgats fraondficers oan thar
ativitiesfa the year ad prepared the amud report requi red by our
by-lag. | nminamnedaddstribiedalist o dficas adkesses ad
phone nuners and sent executive council neeting reminders to
dficas

Inaddtion | waeartides fa the nevel eter sumarizing
thetdks gvena ART megings. | wae seved atides fa the
nevsl etter sunmari zi ng executi ve counci | and nenfoer shi p neeti ng
busi ress.

I'nCecenber | beganpickinguponail & ART.’s post office
box in Nrwood oce a veek ad distributing the nail to the
guariagedficas | haefoudnail intheboxintwo ot o three
visits since then, sothink veekdy nail checks are varth corti nui ng.

Next vear | dan(aceaEn topreparefar ar veb site six
isstes o thenevel etter isstedvien| ves editar hut nat yet i nd uded
ntheveb site | dso danto prepere rewthrearing binders for
mnutes and other ART. docunerts. Ten years of minutes and
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amud reports have abgom or aigrd binders. \d uteer
hors: 1%
\Virgnaldegrs, Scretary.
Treasurer’s Report
As of June 30, 2000 t he checkbook bal ance vas $1667. 81
wth o austadng blls. Ths yer's kdace Jue 0 A0, is
ML 78 agpinwthmoupadhblls.

| NCOME
Nnhershi p Dues 1,110.00
Geh et ias 1,451 00
InKnd Dreti as 47420
V&b Dreti as F D
Tota | ncone 33520
EXPENSES
Menfoer shi p
Reae 5820
Rintingd Ntios 208
Spdies N®B
PO Bx Fatd 210
Nevel etter
Blk M 3P.00
Reae re
Rintirg X6.46
lads a9
P ograns
Rrid 24.@
Gest Md s 8L
Gest Trad B2
Reters &Sdies 248
Qher
Vb Bqarses 6/0.00
Trad, Aherst 2A0.87
NVscd | areas 25
Total Expenses 3B
Net | ncone (56.®

npared wth last year’s i ncone and expenses, | ncone
ves up $600, due nostly to dorations. Totd expenses incressed
about $1,300: Mnership $300, Nevsletter $100, R ograns
$M0, ad Qher, $00. D weress | ast year sawa slight incresse,
this year’s ubudgeted Syperstition Bsh and travd to Anerst
cased aloss. | aganspet aout tverty hours keepi ng the books,
pdusmtined exective negtings, fa atad o aout 40 haus.
Rck Rdrie Tressue.
Meeting Qgani zer and ProgramGmmittee Chair’s Report
Ten nenbership prograns addressing w de-rangi ng
topics vere schedded for the 200002001 season. Nne were
preserted as plamed, indudngaspecid “Syperstition Bsh’ e d
onRiday, 13@taber 2000, inlieud aSauday norning program
The April 2001 program(B 11 Jensen on Qiver Véndel | Hl nes,
S.) vas carded de to cocers rased by sodd urest in
Aricatr/Aerican neghborhoods that nonth. It's beng re
schedu ed for the 2001-2002 season. And, as in the 1999-2000
sees, vetok afiddtripinthe sring This year it ves to Bg
Brelick Sae RrkinUion KéthakstoRck Rariefor that
Sugoesti an!
Late in the sunmer of 2000 ve | earned we d no | onger
have access to our | ong-stand ng neeting and eating place, Janes

8

Tavern (nowPRxrker’s Bue Ash Gill). This left us scranling for
necting places (and feed troughs) and neant that nenfiers hed to
stay dert to changes in vene. Neverthe ess, atendance renai ned
strong For the eigt Sturday nestings that actud |y convened, ve
averaged 21. 83 nenfiers, 2.6 visitors and 13.5 rond es who stayed
fa luch

The loss o Janes TavernParker’s as a negting place
neans thet W& ve beenthromintothesituation o haingto pay far
sone o oo negting roons (pdicy a the Rbic Library o
Grcimati ad Hmlton @. lints groups to three neetings per
cd ender year). Guded wththe need for alarger fornat renhnder
post card (and consequent i ncreased postage), programcosts are up
qute a hit. Ay ad dl supestios for negting roons thet ae
avalddefrea fa ammd fee aevdcoe The gongrae for
this kind of space in nany suburben coomnity centers rus $25,
$5 o even $60 per hour, vell beyond aything or budget can
acconmadate. The suggestion box is aways open for topics ad
speckers. D't hesitate tothrowin yor tvo cets varth For thet
natter, if youdliketoverk onproyamtasks, just hdler.

\ien the Executive Quncil redized there vas a secod
Friday the 13th | coning on the 2001 ca ender (Riday, 13Jdy), ve
added to the regu ar conpl enent of ten nenfership prograns our
firs “Segicsinthe R gaheringastrictly sodd evet vith o
topc o ageda Hld a Rarker’s Bue Ash Gill (farnerly Janes
Tavern), so we coud sanple the new nenu, ve drew 12 ART.
nenbers and 3 visitars/guests (though as Fee Inquiry Goup
neners, they vere scarcdy red nedd es gettingther first dinpse
d degtics).

Wilethsevet ves las o fun it isbeyodthe balivick
o the RFogam@mittee If ART istohost one or tvo “Skeptics
inthe Ry everts ayear (the frequency a wiich Friday the 13hs
occur), ve Wl need anewvd uteer o vd uteers topan ad carry
themout Hr€s your chance tojan the varker bees! Ad have a
ged timg ta
Brad Bonham Meting G gani zer and ArogramGnmmittee Ghair.
Recrui tnent Gormittee Chai r Report

Athough anaother year has passed wthout a nenfoership
dive or retetion is good (Se Mnhership Scretay Ryort,
be ow. Wththe approval of the Bxecutive Guncil, Nrit Bowan,
Mnbership Scretary, is shifting or renevd cycde franthe
nonthy or quarterly goporoach that’s been used since ART. vas
fouded, toaoceayear praosition W hope that this wil nake
therecard-keging easi er. Estinated vd uteer hors far d | ny j s,
416,

Brad Bonham Recruitnent Conmittee Gair.

Menfoer ship Secretary’ s Report

The nenershipof ART. stoodat 101 a thetine o this
report. | have spat quite afewhours [ earning the dat abese program
used to nanege nenership records since | have taken over this
position | set ok letterstod!| o the nenbers wo vere behind an
their dues. V& now have 20 people whose nenbership expired
bef ore 1/ 1/ 2000 and 30 vihose nentber shi p expi red bef ore 9 1/ 2000.
| have decided, wththe Boerd s gorovd , to change everyone' s dite
d eq@raiontoSypenher 1, ad | wll, theefae sed ot just oe
st o reed remnoers a year.

| vet throgh dl o the daabeses to check for ay
ineccuraci es fromthe nost curent infornation thet ve rece ved,
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indudng enail adresses. The estinated tine | spet on ART.
i nclud ng attend ng Bxecuti ve Gunci | neetings i s about 30 hours.

NUrit Bowian, Menfership Secretary.
Medi a Gordinator’s Report

Dae ad | cotribued to ART. anewedtion o the
Ganber of Gonmerce’s nedia directory for the Gncinnati area
ad e oedits possibe uses. W hope next year to exd are ad
devd opwhat ART. candotorespondtoned areports of pseudo-
sciertificnosense | estinatethat ve each spat about 15 hors on
ART rdaedbsiress, fa atad o D hous.

Bb Sreifthau, Mda Qordnetor.
Rblicity Gordinator’s Report

| sent amouncenerts of each of owr neetings from
January through June tothe “Gncimneti Bquirer,” the “Gnc mati
Rost,” and“Gtizens Beat.” Mst of theti ne these nati ces gopeared
in the pors bt severd times they dd mat. Ate a few
amouncenant s vere missed, | started fd lowng uptofind aut wy.
They vere missed far various reasons. spece castrants in the
peper o the cotact personat the peper vas aut because o si ckness
o vacaion | used bath e-nail ad herd copy to sunit copy, but
cae tothe cond usion thet herd oopy i's best.

| dso cotacted the “Grncinmati Bsiness Gurieg” ad
“Gncimati Hrad d’ about placi ng announcenerts inther pepers.
Wen or nmegtings resine in the fdl | wll stat sedng
announcenant s about themto these papers.

| recetly taked to Anie W son about co-sponsari ng
neetings wth the LC Skeptics. He seenad receptive to the ideg,
bu nathng so fa hes been varked out. | wll ke cotacting a
student representati ve when neetings resune i n Septentoer.

| sperd gooroxinatey two to three hours each nanth
preparing the nati ces, cotacting the pepers, ad fdlowng up by
chedkigat thelibrarytoseeif the natices gypeared in the pepers.
Qe thecorsed theyear thsprooessistadingless adlesstine
and becoming nare rautine as | learn exactly wet to do ad
becone nare efficiet. Inaddtion | sped two hours a each
executive negtingpd us anhour far theround trip driveto ad fram
thenegting far atad o 43hous.

Byahn Hlers, RAicity Gordnator.
I nvestigation Oficer’s Ryport

Qrer the pest year no newi nvesti gati ans vere undert aken,
because no cases vere brought to ny attention

Otheahe had | ddperticpateintveo newed tias o
“UFO Lpdate Live" on Verner Gble€'s Rublic Access channel .
The first showairedin Feruary, 2001 and focused onintervievs |
had conducted in Gtaober, 2000 in Lina, o, during a Mtua
WFONetwork (MUFON conference. Athough | spent sone tine
wth sone of the background cotributars, | vas ad e to conduct
raher lengthy interviens wth tw MFON cd elrities, Budd
Hykins, vl |-knowm dien abduction investigator and athor of
“Mssing Tine,” and Buce Mcabee, WO investigator
spedidizinginpaoadyss.

N questions to Hykins concerned his professi ond
geificaiosasahypathergost adwe straeges heenpl oysto
Oetect decetiononthe part of dl eged abductees. Acongenid nan,
Hpkins exdaned that he had been trained by recogn zed
professiond s , whose nanes escape ne, Wio woul d vouch faor his
ineyity as ahypathergast. Hypkins thenadmtted thet it is |

dfficdt todetect deogtion Hefed sthat abduct ee vamebes wsud |y
revea thensel ves because thel r nenari es change nare fromsessi on
tosessionthendothe nenaries of thosewio bdievethey red |y vere
abduct ed.

Ater estadishing B uce Mcabee s prafessiond q i fica
tiosasanqgticd pysicist, | drectedny questiostoardsthe Gi f
Beeze case. Athough earnest, Mcabee vas sonewat evasi ve
dringthislined questionng Hasvwered ny queriesindrectly by
referring to viet ahers hed @ foud at aout the cese In
perticu ar, | asked adbout the nadd UFOfoundinonedf EVelters's
foner hoses. Imsteed o dfering an assessnet o that
deve gert, he engaged inan offhanded, dbeit lowkey, atack on
those wo do nat accept his point of view Athough | twce nare
tried to gt a reaction to the nodd, he parried ny attempts by
redrecting the d scussionto ather cases he d i nvesti geted

The spring/summer edition of “UFO Update Live “ wvas
taped in the |adby of the nevest Sowcase nitipex in Nllford,
io aspart of therdesse o thesd-fi comdy “Bd uion” kery
Young of fered a segnant on | ocad UFOcases ; Fon Shaffner of fered
criticd comentary on recent photos of cryptdhomnids. M
segnent vas a pa nt-by-point rebutta of the Fox Gamnd’'s Axd | o
hoex specid, a presetation danmng thet Apdlds ladng onthe
noon never occurred and vas a hoax perpetrated on the pudic by
overmarnt dficids.

N rde as host of these shovs dloned ne toinject noch
needed skepticd ly be anced comertary. Al tdd, | devated forty
hours to these shovs. | hope to put together a presetaion dram
fromthese prograns for ART. neners for the upconing year.

Terry Bdres, Investigati ans Oficer.
Nevsl etter Editor's Report

This yer saw the gopearaxe of vdue ten o the
“Cnaneti Septic.” It hes nat changed fromprevi os years. S x
hinantHy i ssues aopeared Al corta ned 12 peges, except the @it./
Nov. issue, wi ch had 10 pages.

Eaxch issle gererd |y cosisted o these parts:

(1) Sort pecesindl o nast issues. the natto, comnerts by hio
astrdoger BSerddg, alinerick, apuzdewththesduionfa the
previos issE s puzz e

(2 Lo, regdar peces: aful report onthe presataion a eech
neeting. These vere dl witten by Dy Jergens, our nest hard
working contributor. A thoughtfu conments counm was
cotribued by BIl Jersen, Ry Akerbech, o Joe Gstrigt. Bk
revieve ad occasional edtoria coment rouded out the
reve eter.

(3 \iows, nostly short, but sone loger peces. nevs dram
nastly fromthe Internet, quotes fromvari ous sour ces.

(4 Reyports on executi ve comittee negtings, dectionresuts, ec.
(5 Amouncenents of the next two upconing neetings wth
prograns and/ or top cs.

(6) Anentership godication and contribution form

W& are undd e to comment onidocies witten, spoken or
shown by the local nevs ned a. The GSought to say nare about the
locd scere Ay hdpwvaddbe goreciated GlI ne wite anae
sende-nai | ; | et ne knowabout pseudosci ence and ather nonsense in
thelocd neda

@st o printing the nost recat revd etter: $171 far the
wud 220 copes. Rstage hes risento $36 dus a shere o the buk
nai| pernnt.
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spart about 130 hours edting the nevel eiter during the
year, dus about 12 hours @ executive counci | neeti ngs.
Aot 0 hors vere spet witing revievs, utdd
addtiod horstoreadthe bods thensd ves, far atad
of 172 hours. Donna Loughry worked about 60 hour's.
Vi f Roder, Nevel etter Eitor.

Wbnast er’ s Report

The ART. veb site is averag ng about 7500
requests for docunents per narth, about 250 requests
per day. Decentoer 2000 vies our ownanthfor this yeer,
undoubted y because of Cristnas V& only had 6200
requests duri ng Decentoer .

The d urbs secti onremai ns the nast popd a sectiond the
site Narly hdf o dl pege reqests vere far Hurbs. The nost
popd a dubs vere inader:

1 Soont aneous hunan confbustion 9 Fhil add phi a experi nent
2 Mndcation o Saton 10 Stancritud duse

3 Ant hr oposophy 11 Brmda triang e
4 Rithheding 12 Darwn' s deat hbed
5 Loch Ness nonst er 13 Rychicfars

6 Swake hand ing 14 Dahrer

7 Lincdn “canats”
8 Butterfly Mtanorphosi s

15 God ess Qnstitution of the LBA
16 CGpdrdes

Masured by the anount of data dowloaded, the
nevel etters arethe nost popd a portionof thesite Hwvever, sone
of the nevel etters are in Adobe Rortabl e Docunent Fornat (FOF).
The AF files ae conparativdy large, so oly a few HF
dowl ceds are needed to dvarf the anout of deta transferred for
nretypcd potias o ar site

Ater thedubs, thenost pod a sectias aethe links,
fdloved by the neetings area and then the nevsl etters.

| dsolooked @ the searchterns pegd e used insearching
o site | suspect thet nany searches vere unsuccessful, as nany
peod e gperetly ether calt type o cait spdl. (eg “noat
spel | ed as “nooni) The nast conman sorts of searches seened to
be for pseudosci ence, ghosts, nansters and psychics. | suspect thet
the parson lodking fao pcadues o acddat victins dther
msunderstood the neture of or site, o hed anoddvay o tryingto
find infornati on on spontaneous hunan confbustion. 1’ mnat sure
wet the person searching far “Research doout Dgtd
Technd ogy” expected to find

The SANE (Skepticd Aea Ntvark Bfort) enail list
nowhas 48 nenfbers, and i s averagi ng about two or three nessages
per day. This nay be nmhslead ng, homever, since dten there are
days wth mo nasseges a dl. The list is mo loger hosted by
egroups. com si nce that conpany has been acqui red by Yahoo. The
web address for the SANE group is http:// groups. yahoo. com
goyy sae.

| oy added afewrevsl eéterstotheveb sitethis year, so
I"'veredly dorelittletothesite it ratire nmintearce | ket a
fewrecards of thetines | spat asigificat anaut o tine on
ART vark, ad| estinatethetad nunber of hours |’ ve spat on
thevebsite and SANEa sligtly less than 50 hours. Thi's does nat
indudketheoddtidht of tinespat on SANE wichl ddna track,
but | dout thet those nonents vaudadduptonuchtine Bt 1711 gve
myse f the berefit o adot ad estinate tad tine a aout 50 hours.

Cavid Vel |, Vebnaster.

Menber ship Duration

Al neberships start in Agust, coord -
reted wth our fiscd year, froml Agusst to
JLddyd theret yer. THiswll dlonvsto
nail renevd requests oy oceayear inthe
Rl.

Remnder. . ..

PLEASE PAY/ SEND
| N YOUR
VEMBERSHI P DUES
NOW

SEE THE FORMON PACGE 11. . . ..

T ==

Poem|n a Box!

A prophetic quatrain.
John Dryden (1631- 1700)

Then Awric's Rexy,
ater heave’' s om heart,
Hs vigorous varmh did,

vaiosly, inpat
Towves ad inters,

and, wde as his conmand,
Satter’d his naker’ s i nage

thraugh the land
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The Associ @i onfor Rti onal Thought i s ani ndependent, nonprofit, scientificandeducational organi zation. VEsharethe
i deas and phi | osophi es of C3 G, the Skepti cs Soci ety, and JRE-

QQP: the @mtteefor theSietificlnvestigationof Gains of the Rranornal pudlishesthe Seeptical Imuirer, a
journal of investigations of paranornal clans. PO Box 703, Anmerst, Ny 14226-0703, phone: 800-634- 1610, fax:
716-636- 1733, wwwv SCi cop. or g

The Skepti cs Soci ety, publ i shes The Skept i ¢ Mgazi ne. FOBox 338, Atadena, CA91001; phone: 626- 794-3119; fax
626- 794- 1300; skepti cnag@ol . comand wwv skepti c. com.

JRF the Janes Randi Educati onal Foundati on publ i shes the Svft Newsl etter. 201 EEDavie B vd. Fort Lauderdal e, AL
33316- 1815. phone: (954) 467-1112, fax: (954)467-1660, wwv randi . org

ART. neets onthe second Sat urday of each nont h Sept enfoer t hrough June, 10: 00 AM and publ i shes T nci nnat i Skept i ¢
eachnonth. ART. neetingsareopentothepublic. ART. al sonaintai ns adatabase of i nfornati on on paranor nal
clansfor [ocal newnediatoconsult andinvestigates|ocal paranornal clains. ART. was founded by G nci nnati area
skepticsin199L Amnual dues are $15.00 and i ncl ude asubscriptiontothe Gncimati Skeptic.

For noreinfornationcal l: President Roy Auerbach (513) 731- 2774 or Lance Mbody (513) 336-9834 or visit our website.
Addr ess Changes and Qxrrecti ons, Mnibershi p Questions: Nurit Bownan (513) 731-0642 E-nai | : nuri t b@et scape. net

Mi | i ng Label | nfornation: “00/00/ 00 Mentoer”: You are a nentoer i n good standi ng; your nenfoershipw |1 expire on
thedateonthelabe . “Lapsed’: (highlighted) - your nentoership has expired. R ease send your dues as soon as possi bl e.

Yes! —I vant tosupport theinportant work of The Associ ationfor Rational Thought and recei ve G ncinnati Skeptic
and neeting notices. | have encl osed funds for:

MNew Menber MRenew ng Menber mGntri bution MG ft nenbership for/ by:
Nane:
Sreet Address:
Gty: Sae ap:
Phone Vork:  Hone: Enal:

V¥ have kept dues lowand w |l continuetodosoinspiteof risingcosts. Hwever, if youare ableto, your
addi tional contributions are very mich appreciated. H ease gi ve generously, if possible. Thank you very nuch!

Il woudliketonakeacontributioninadditiontony duestofurther theinportant work of the Associ ati on:
Qontribution Avunt:  $ Dues: $ Total Bncl osed:

Mike your check payabl e to the Associ ationfor Rational Thought andnail toART., P.Q Box 12896, G ncinnati QH
45212, otributionsarenct at present tax deductible, but vearevrkingonit.

O Request subj ects for future neetings
OH ease do not i ncl ude ny nane and address innai | inglists exchanged wth ot her groups.

g— Skepticism and ART on the Electronic Media
__ For thelatest inskeptica newsviae-nail, jonSANE the Skeptica AeaNetwork
s == ma Hfort. Youwl! !l findcheerful, rational nessages fromC3 GP, Janes “ The Anazi ng’

i Randi, your fell owl ocal skeptics and ARTinyour e-nai |l box every week. Thisis our
u neans of stayi ngintouch betweenissues of the Gncimati Skepti c.

Besuwretocheck out or skeptical websiteat http://wwwvci nci nnati skeptics.org --- It cotains: our
BUBSonvarious su ects; lats o niftylinkstoskepticad thinkingaroundtheverld, theinfornationfor
joanngSANE thebasicdefintiond wovweare, wiat wedo, andow bylans. Inaddition, you |l findsuch
thingsashow toget toour neetings; other vaystoreachus; and how to send sanpl e copi es of the nevsl etter
topotentia nenbers. —Bavid vl |, Véb S te Minager

Web: http://www.cincinnatiskeptics.org E-mail: darkon@one.net
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Wit is a skeptic?

Moern skepticismis arespose tothe taret o paranornal and pseudosci etific dans that pervede
ar lives. Thestaiesd gosts, flyingsawces, mrad e cres, |ake narsters ad nany ather frimge bd i ef s dften
g uchdleged Sketics provide the chd lege

Wile nany of us are ndt scietists, ve entrace the scietific nethod as narkind s best invertion for
seeking knovedge. Skeptics ae nat cynics. W don't sinply rgect every uwsud ideas V€ do know
extraord nary cdans denand extraord nery evidence. W insist on the evi dence.

Grncimati Skeptics, The Associationfor Ritiordl Thought, neet to discuss sichclans. VB debete the
nerits; we skewer dognatism V@ have fun.

Tetruh isat thee Adskeics aelodkingfa it.

Review@ Gng Atractions....

Frst Meirgd t he 201-22 Seaxi Rtead @y . Spaba § 201
Tine: 10:00 AM- 12: 00 PM-- program-->12: 15PM- 2: 00 PMLunch
Sxad Meting o t he 2001202 Sesr RteadRy St. @de 13 201

Tine: 10:00 AM- 12: 00 PM-- program-->12: 15PM- 2: 00 PMLunch

Mk your CGal endars,
Vitchyour nail for Details!!!
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